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Hecate Energy is seeking a new permit to build a
42 MW utility scale solar installation in Copake, NY
after ORES denied them a permit in January 2024

ORES previously issued 3 Notices of Incomplete Application due to Hecate’s failure to provide
required information. ORES subsequently issued a draft permit in October 2023, then denied
the permit in January 2024. The denial was due to the fact that Hecate lost control of a key
parcel in September 2023, PRIOR to the issuance of the draft permit. Hecate failed to disclose
this to anyone.

Now Hecate is back, seeking a permit for a 42MW project. They plan to file an application in
June 2024 and recently mailed the attached brochure to the community.

We feel obligated to correct the misinformation in Hecate’s brochure to give
the community an accurate picture of this poorly conceived project.

A majority of the community continues to believe that this project should hot move forward
because it:

®* Permanently removes 200+ acres of prime farmland for industrial use;

* Calls for clear cutting 40 acres of trees and vegetation on steep hillsides;

* Sits on sensitive wetlands and NYS protected watershed;

* Disturbs key wildlife habitats and migration paths;

* Violates multiple local laws;

* Conflicts with the objectives set forth in Town of Copake’s Comprehensive Plan of 2005,
2011, 2014 and 2022;

* Adversely impacts 5 National Register eligible properties per NYS OPRHP;

* Negatively impacts property values;

® Hurts the local economy which depends or agriculture & tourism;

* Ruins scenic views forever.



What’s new from Hecate? Nothing, but a BIG MONEY GRAB for private developers.
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Qe Hecate Energy

You might have gotten this brochure recently from COMMUNITY UPDATE ON
Hecate Energy. SHEPHERD'’S RUN SOLAR FARM
Hecate is on a public relations campaign to spin a

story to us that they are listening to our community COPAKE, COLUMBIA COUNTY

and made Shepherd's Run better.

This is FALSE.

| J ! Photo from 2020.

Hecate lost control of a key parcel, misled NYS slieldeisintoymestnasligitiilisdale;

and failed to revise their application which
contained incorrect information about the project,
which led to its rejection in January 2024.

And now they’re back to convince you otherwise.

Do not be fooled by slick corporate propaganda...

] ) At Hecate En.ergy, we believe nath of a project
Community feedback is “Go Away!” OUR | e ol
Copake neighbors do not want this CO M'M'ITM'ENT Pt howm
project and never have. We would like to showcase the numerous significant

the invaluable feedback received from our Copake
C HAN G E neighbors, reflecting our commitment to collaborative

To PosITIvE enhanc i S desolar farm
Ject. These adjustments are a d frecfrespE

“T haven’t met with the neighbors across the street”
[from the project.] Matt Levine, Hecate Project Manager
- RevealNews.org podcast 1/6/2024 —
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What’s new from Hecate? Nothing, but a BIG MONEY GRAB for private developers.

90% of the project lease benefit goes to one landowner -
Rasweiler Angus Farm LLC.

When Hecate floated its project idea in 2016-17, the Town of
Copake grew greatly concerned Hecate would violate the goals
of the town’s Comprehensive Plan, Zoning laws, and consume
working farmland. After a series of Town meetings and a
unanimous vote by Copake’s elected Town Board in April 2017,
Copake passed new Zoning laws to prevent enormous
industrial solar projects.

The pandemic allowed Hecate to avoid meeting with the public
in person, and instead held its meetings online. Much time was
wasted by Hecate having a beekeeper tell us for 30 minutes
about the glories of encouraging pollinators.

Hecate transferred its application to the 94-C process so that it
could side-step a public service commission committee. It
wanted to fast-track its application with a new NY Siting Office
which allows applicants to override our local laws.

Because Federal law prevents building on wetlands, Hecate
was required to reduce the fenced in area to avoid them. This
reduction was not to reduce visual effects, and not because of
community concerns.

Wildlife friendly fencing was one of the few ideas of the
volunteer Copake Working Group that Hecate accepted.

Hecate was forced to reduce its project size when it lost control of
60 project acres because the farmer did not renew his lease & sold
the property. This made Hecate’s 60 MW plans impossible and
caused Hecate’s application to be rejected by NYS. Now Hecate
must reapply for a smaller project.

* from NY ORES Draft Permit of October 24, 2023.
** adjusted from NY ORES Draft Permit 10/24/2023 - 880 acres, 13 parcels.

Project Timeline

The “Facility Site”
as of today remains
approximately 700
acres in size on 10
parcels of land.**

500 ACRES

100%

OF ORIGINAL FENCED-IN AREA*

AAT L ,m/t\‘rl'(“

£ 10=4LY

Initial Outreach & Site Assessments

Hecate Energy approaches landowners in the
vicinity of the Craryville substation,
which has capacity fo accept power from

500 acres includes wetlands that
a solar farm

could never have been included
in an application. This number is

isleading. It’s inflated to make
you think they downsized, when

Project developers first present the preliminar.y
concept of the project during the Town of
Copake board meeting in April 2017

they did not.
Engaging Neighbors to Receive Feedback
> In 2020, Hecate's project developers meet with to
60 MW project sitting on approximately 500 acre
Hecate Energy also hosts two open house session:
June 2020
255 ACRES 2023

| " Mo I Mz,
Applying Feedback to Improve Project

31%

OF ORIGINAL FENCED-IN AREA > To address local concerns, Hecate Energy agrees
reduce the project size from 500 acres to 267 acr
of which 255 acres will be fenced-in, covering a li
more than half of the original site plan. Changes
are discussed in meefings with local officials and

announced at a virtual open house held in April 2(

Hecate transfers its application to New York State’s
new 94-c siting process operated by the Office of

Renewable Energy Siting

PROJECT SIZE

Project “footprint” is 267 acres*
£49 ALK Incorporating further community input, Hecate
consolidates the project site to the area north of
Copake fo reduce visual affects, reduces the fence:
in area to 245 acres, and commits fo wildlife frienc

fencing n

OF ORIGINAL FENCED-IN AREA

175 ACRE

Permitting Process

Hecate Energy will submit a new application 1o the
7 in June 2024.
This action represents the first step in the state’s pel

project developers and host communities fo ensure

OF ORIGINAL FENCEDN AREA

* Fenced-in area conizins 2ll solar panels,
inverters. fransformers. and other facility
Project “footprint” is 22?2
acres
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What’s new from Hecate? Nothing, but a BIG MONEY GRAB for private developers.

Hecate Project Manager Matt Levine: “Inevitably, someone
wanting to purchase a project will have to underwrite the
economics of the deal, and so Hecate has a duty to make the

project [financially] attractive and investible....”
— RevealNews.org podcast 1/6/2024

1/

Required by New York State -NOT optional.

Relevant parts of Hecate's studies were redacted or hidden
under invoked "confidentiality", unavailable to the public.
Significant data relating to negative impacts to Archaeological
Sites, Historic Properties & Wetlands are blacked out.

NY State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
issued an Adverse Impact Determination Letter with respect to
five cultural resources in the project area.

Taghkanic Creek watershed supplies City of Hudson's
reservoir, yet Hecate has requested exemptions from Copake's
restrictions on building in wetlands — possibly exposing an
important water source to severe storm erosions

and sediment run-off. Collection lines will be fracked under
streams.

Hecate withholds all financial information, including their huge
projected profit and how much is paid to landowners. Hecate
can sell the project to an unspecified buyer, and walk away
once the permit is granted. Hecate will get tax breaks.

At the public meeting, Project Manager Matt Levine said “That
will be up to some future sheepherder (yet TBD) to decide” and
made no commitments that Hecate would provide the sheep.

“Hecate has always been reticent to commit to participate [in the Working -
Group plan] because it requires a lot of ongoing effort and maintenance.”
Matt Levine, Hecate Project Manager - RevealNews.org podcast 1/6/2024

Pro bono landscape architects engaged by Copake's volunteer
Working Group determined that Hecate's plans ignore expert
input and are completely insufficient to screen the project.

All landscape screening has been removed from the southern
end of the project. Is this really a better plan?

» Hecate also conducts detailed studies to determine the

viability of Copake solar farm site. These studies include;
e Wildlife and wetland ® Archeological studies n
Impact assessment ® Electrical and civil
engineering assessments

e Landscape architecture
review

® Traffic studies

® Geotechnical
investigations

e Site surveys
© Title report updates

n [HECATE DISCLOSES NO FINANCIAL INFORMATION.]

/m officials to announce plans to file a siting application for a

online (because of the impact of the Corona-virus pandemic) in

° » Hecate executives meet with town officials in mid-June to offer
s, further plan revisions addressing community concerns

fle » The Hecate team hosts an in-person Informational
Open House event in Copake to explain the latest project
improvements to the community and provide a forum to receive
21 feedback

» Hecate again reduces the fenced-in area to 220 acres
Hecate commits fo evaluating project land for various agricultural
co-uses, which may include areas of grazing or apiary use

» Hecate incorporates concepis from local landscape architects in

i the Working Group into the Landscape Plan, which now includes
/ approximately 11 acres of shrub and tree plantings
7

New York State Office of Renewable Energy Siting for a siting permit

‘mitting process, which encourages collaboration between energy
the project is the best it can be for the community.
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Open the fold to
see Hecate’s plans
on the following
project map.

We’ve marked out
just some of the
problems with this
deeply flawed

project.




What’s new from Hecate? Nothing, but a BIG MONEY GRAB for private developers.

NY State Department of Agriculture and Markets considers farmland
conversion to solar to be permanent. The removal of tons of concrete
pilings, steel and glass will cost $ millions to unearth and dispose of.
At the end of its useful life, will the area become a brownfield
industrial site abandoned by an anonymous investment partnership?

They’ve never published a so-called
“Agrivoltaics Integration Plan”, whatever that is.

Hecate will receive significant tax breaks PLUS get an annual subsidy
in the $ millions from NYS. There is no Copake windfall. Shepherd's
Run will likely reduce values of neighboring properties, creating a
negative impact on Town, County and School tax revenues.

Let’s be clear:

Will there really be any local construction jobs?

As for permanent jobs, Hecate mentions none. At similar facilities, ongoing
operations are handled by one or two person(s).

Hecate has used out-of-state labor to design and build its projects:

TRC Companies (Windsor, CT) and Burns & McDonnell (Kansas City, MO)
have both been onsite in Copake. Hecate has no binding commitment to
hire locally.

Is Hecate Anti-Union??

The New York International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW Local
#236) stated that Hecate promised them work, but then used only out-of-
state and non-union labor at its Hecate Albany 1 & 2 LLC projects in
Coeymans, NY. IBEW 236 says Hecate is unfit to do business in New York.

Battery storage facilities can catch fire and explode. Hecate always
knew this, and removed this feature in 2022.

Hecate said it might give $20K toward studies of trails.
A pittance. Trails can cost up to $800,000 per mile to build.

The “Net Conservation Benefit Plan” allows Hecate to destroy
wildlife habitat at the project site in exchange for preserving
habitat elsewhere.

Note the non-committal, wishy-washy language:

- “direct” means indirect impacts are likely

- “ecommitting to not” is not “absolutely WILL NOT”

- “bidding opportunities” is NOT WE WILL hire local suppliers and labor

Hecate Project Manager Matt Levine came in from Chicago
to look at a sheep.

>

Project Updates

The new Shepherd’s Run Solar Farm will have an output:
of 42MW and a reduced fenced area of approximately
175 ac es. baseu oIl 1ucal TeeUback, tiie liew droposal will
includi: an Agnvolfalcs Integration Plan that plovides for
sheep ylaziiy i IW0 Ul iiie allay aises Loveling 73 acres.
This is in addifion to the long list of priorifiés included in
the previous application:

Exclusion of battery storage from the project scope:

Extensive native tree and shrub planting fo minimize
sightlines for neighbors

Support to :xtend/connect to local hiking trails or
athar nacsite recreational /educational-ppportunities

Conducting local fire departments and first
responder fraining

Including pollinator species seed mix within the
landscaping plan

Implementing a Net Conservation Bendfit Plan for
grassland birds to preserve more than 25 acres of
additional habitat >

Incorporating wildlifefriendly rural style fencing
instead of chain-link fencing

Avoid ng direct impacts ic all state regulated Class |
wetlar d= and davalaning & project with no net loss of

wetlands

Committing to not source panels from suppliers who
utilize forced lal or or that contain the environmental
contaminant PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances)

Providing bidding opporiun s fo |¢cal suppliers
and us °g laasllzba ad
pracilcable

Did you know that according to the
2017 Census of Agriculture, Columbia
County has 99,179 acres of farmland?

The Shepherd’s Run Solar Project represents
less than 0.18% of farmland in the county.

at Hecate Energys nearby solar farm i

Sustaining Local Agriculture

Long-term leases provide farmers with guaranteed

revenue that allows owners to sustain operations and

invest in modernization. By protecting the farmland from
residential or commercial development, the site can return .
to agricultural use when the solar farm ends its useful life.

Hecate is working to thoughtfully implement a co-
utilization plan including sheep grazing. During the
operation of the project, pollinator-friendly seeding
among the solar panels will enable Shepherd’s Run Solar
Farm to provide natural native species, crop pollination
and enhance soil fertility and ecosystem stability —
helping area farms have more bountiful harvests.

New Revenues for Local Services

Shepherd’s Run Solar Farm will provide a new source of
revenue fo fund schools and local projects and services.
In addition, Hecate’s investment in Copake and Columbia
County will result in millions of dollars in positive stimulus
for the area economy, local building trades, restaurants,
lodging, gas stations, stores, and more.

Jobs and Economic Opportunities

More than 100 construction jobs are expected to be
created during construction. Local businesses and
workers will have contract opportunities for engineering,
surveying, site preparation, consiruction and ongoing
operation and maintenance support to the extent
practicable.

Coeymans
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Hecate’s Revised Plan map - see what’s changed. The “Facility Site”

And why this plan is still a very big problem. as of today remains Hecate’s plan is wrong for
approximately 700 acres in size

Copake.
on 10 parcels of land.** b
Acres of panels will be on this hillside. Cannot || o "/ - 2 .
cx:mm:;”ommEzvalﬁoneﬁoagm TN TP * - - = And Hecate is wrong for
- — . . : w0 ) Lt New York.
; ‘ e
— | s What can I do about it???

Blue areas are wetlands.
| Federal law prohibits building. .
It’s time to speak up and

make New York State hear

real community input.

Each yellow dot is a » F 0 b

homelpabusiness 8 . Call Sen. Michelle Hinchey
' ' : ' 518-455-2350 Albany

845-331-3810 Kingston

Call Assembly Member
Didi Barrett
518-455-5177 Albany
518-828-1961 Hudson

Elevation 810 ft.

Taghkanic Creek ), \ e ol
watarenod ahphl 2\ | " Call Gov. Kathy Hochul
City of Hudson reservoir 51 8-474-8390
Tell them:
Acres of panels will be on this

ines to be g ‘ Ny hillside. Cannot be screened from “I oppose Shepherds Run.
LEGEND sams . i) 3 view. Elevation 850 ft. It is a money grab by out-
—— NYSEG TRANSMISSION LINE | .
—— UNDERGROUND COLLECTION LINE 210'acres orrees & : ' j of-state private )
~— PROPOSED INTERCONNECTION LINE vegetation will be O | . : developers that will harm
=3 FENCE clear-cut on this hillside. AN / : | tobe our community.
[ SUBSTATION AREA 5 : : ' -
I ACCESS ROADS ,
N LANDSCAPING AREA : \ £ & y ~29 acres of trees will be We don’t want
[] PANEL ARRAYS ; 2N N 3 clear-cut on this hillside. Hecate Energy here.”

~—— DELINEATED STREAM LINE
DELINEATED WETLAND
1 Zi TOWN BOUNDARY
] PROJECT AREA
[] PARCEL BOUNDARY
PARTICIPATION
O NON-PARTICIPATING RESIDENCE
@ PARTICIPATING RESIDENCE

Scan the QR code
above to go to
www.sensiblesolarny.org
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